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Indianapolis, IN
Department of International Studies



June 2017-present

Assistant Professor, Butler University



Indianapolis, IN
Department of International Studies



August 2014-June 2017
Fellow, Desmond Tutu Center




Indianapolis, IN

Christian Theological Seminary; Butler University                      December 2014-present
Assistant Professor, Eckerd College



St. Petersburg, FL
Department of Political Science




August 2010-August 2014

Instructor, University at Buffalo, State University New York
Buffalo, NY
Department of Political Science




August 2007-July 2010
EDUCATION


University at Buffalo, State University New York



Buffalo, NY

Ph.D. Political Science






June 2010

Fields: International Relations; Comparative Politics, With Distinction
American University School of International Service


Washington, DC
M.A., International Affairs, With Distinction




May 2006 

Wayne State University 






Detroit, MI
B.A., Political Science, International Studies, Honors Cum Laude               May, 2004
TEACHING AND RESEARCH INTERESTS
Middle Eastern Politics; North African Politics; Islam and Human Rights; Islam and Politics; Comparative Politics; International Relations; Gender Rights; Children’s Rights.

COURSES

IS 101 Introduction to International Studies                      SW 270 Global Issues 
IS 390 UN and Other World Organizations                       PO 252 Middle East Politics 
PO 363 Political Economy of the Middle East                   PO 263 North African Politics                                               
PO 364 Islam and Human Rights                                       PO 103 Intro. to International Relations
PO 260 Political Science Research Methods (statistics)    Politics and Film in the Middle East  WH 181Western Heritage in a Global Context                  PSC 430 Human Rights 
PSC 335 American Foreign Policy


        IS 490 The Global Society
PEER-REVIEWED PUBLICATIONS
Books

2015
Sponsoring Sufism: How Governments Promote ‘Mystical Islam’ in Domestic and Foreign Policies (Palgrave Macmillan) 

2015 

Human Rights and Universal Child Primary Education (Palgrave Macmillan)
Articles
Forthcoming
“Public Support for Democratic Reform in Post-Mubarak Egypt”                       (with Bryan Dettrey). Middle East Law and Governance.

2015
The Politics Between the Justice and Development Party (AKP) and the Gülen Movement in Turkey: Issues of Human Rights and Rising Authoritarianism.      The Muslim World Journal of Human Rights, 2015, pages 1-24.
2015
Sufism and Anti-Colonial Violent Resistance Movements: The Qadiriyya and Sanussi Orders in Algeria and Libya. Open Theology, 1, pages 134-145.
2015
Environmental Politics and the 2013-2014 Protests in Turkey. Islam and Muslim Societies: A Social Science Journal, Vol. 8, No. 1, pages 1-17.
2014

“The Role of Religion in the ‘Arab Spring’: Comparing the Actions and Strategies 
                         of the Islamist Parties”. Oxford Handbooks Online, July 2014
2012
“The Promotion of Sufism in the Politics of Algeria and Morocco”,             Islamic Africa, Vol. 29, No. 3, pages 201-226.
2012
“Sufism, Politics, and the Arab Spring.” The American Journal of Islamic Social Sciences, Vol. 29, No. 3, pages 23-41.
2012
Islam and Democracy in the Context of the Arab Spring. Islam and Muslim Societies: A Social Science Journal, Vol. 5, No. 1.
2012
Teaching “Islam and Human Rights” in the Classroom. PS: Political Science and Politics, Vol. 45, No. 1, pp. 101-105.
2010
Examining Islam and Human Rights from the Perspective of Sufism. 
The Muslim World Journal of Human Rights, Vol. 7, No. 1, Article 1.

2009 
Muslim American College Youth: Attitudes and Responses Five Years After 9/11. The Muslim World, Vol. 99, No. 1, pp. 39-59. 


Reprinted in Islam in the West: Critical Concepts in Islamic Studies, David Westerlund and Ingvar Svanberg (eds.), Vol. 3, No. 48. Routledge Press, April 2010. 
2008
State and Local Public Policies in 2006: A New Database (with Jason Sorens and William Ruger). State Politics and Policy Quarterly, Vol. 8, No.3, pp. 309-326.  

UNDER CONTRACT
LGBTI Rights in Turkey (under contract, Cambridge University Press)

SELECTED WORKING PROJECTS
The Politicization of Ramadan (book manuscript)

Unity of Being: Non-Duality Across the Various Mystical Traditions (book manuscript)

The Oneness of Reality in Sufism and Other Mystical Traditions and its Application to international Relations.

Activist Strategies and Responses to LGBTI Pride March Violence in Turkey

LGBTI Activists and the Issue of Same-Sex Marriage in Turkey and Abroad
Biological Evolution, Sex and Gender Equality in Islam 
OTHER PUBLICATIONS
2016
Institute for American Muslim Youth. Reflecting on the Feelings of Muslim American Youth Five Years Following September 11th, 2001, IAMY.org. January, 2016. Available Online: http://www.iamy.org/portfolio/muslimyouth/ 
2015
Foreign Affairs. Sponsoring Sufism and its Problems as a Counterterrorism Strategy. November 3, 2015. Available Online: https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/2015-11-03/sponsoring-sufism 
2011
The Current: February 15th, 2011. Egypt: 18 Days That Changed the World: A Professor’s Perspective. Available Online: http://www.theonlinecurrent.com/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&id=472:egypt-18-days-that-changed-the-world-a-professor’s-perspective&Itemid=105 
2011
St. Petersburg Times: February 6th, 2011 (in print edition on February 7th). Record Shows Islam, Democracy are not Incompatible. 

http://www.tampabay.com/opinion/letters/mondays-letters-islam-democracy-are-compatible/1149694 
2008

Detroit Free Press: April 7, 2008: “Kosovo Should Be Independent.”



http://freep.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080407/OPINION04/804070306 
2006
Search for Common Ground/Peace Media Independence Magazine/WN News: November 08, 2006 “The Future of Kosovo.” 
2006                Search for Common Ground/Interfaithnews; URI Interfaith News; March 28, 2006 “An Open Letter to Interfaith Activists.”

2005
The Muslim Link Paper, September 30, 2005 Editorial Piece, "Romney Calls for Wiretapping Masjids." 

2005
Downriver News Herald, June 15, 2005 Opinion Piece, "More Terrified Than Ever: American Muslims Many Times Forced To Fear Their Own Government." 

PUBLISHED POETRY
(2015)
“Fingers,” Allegro Poetry Magazine, Issue 3: Short Poems, March 2015
(2015)  Blackmail Press, MBP 39, Issue 39 (5 poems)
“Love’s Independence,” Blackmail Press, MBP 39, March 2015
“The Prophet” Blackmail Press, MBP 39, March 2015

“Haunted Trinity” Blackmail Press, MBP 39, March 2015

“The Pens’ Uprising” Blackmail Press, MBP 39, March 2015

“You Will Wish,” Blackmail Press, MBP 39, March 2015
CONFERENCE PAPERS
“Activist Responses and Strategies to the 2015 LGBTI Pride March Violence in Turkey. Midwest Political Science Association Conference, April 2017.
“The AKP And the Gülen Movement in the Context of Rising Authoritarianism in Turkey.” Midwest Political Science Association Conference April 2015.
“The Role of Religion in the Politics of the Arab Spring.” Midwest Political Science Association Conference, April 2014.
“Government Advocacy of Sufism in the Politics of Russia, Chechnya, and Uzbekistan.” Midwest Political Science Association Conference, April 2013.

“The Promotion of Sufism in the Politics of Russia, Chechnya, and Uzbekistan.” REEI “Ready for Democracy?” Conference, Indiana University, February 28th-March 2nd, 2013.

“The Promotion of Sufism in the Politics of Algeria and Morocco.” Midwest Political Science Association Conference, (Panel Chair, Discussant, and Presenter), April 2012
“The Effect of NGO Presence in Promoting and Protecting Free Child Primary Education: An Empirical Analysis.” International Studies Association Conference. March 2011.
“Oil, Islam, and Free Child Primary Education Policy,” International Studies Association Conference. March 2011. 
“Oil, Islam, and Free Child Education Policy,” International Studies Association-South Conference, October 2010. 
“Islamic Mysticism and Human Rights,” American Political Science Association Conference, 
September 2009.
“Examining Islam and Human Rights from a Sufi Perspective,” Midwest Political Science Association Conference, April 2009.
“U.S. Domestic Policy and the Impact on Muslim American Youth,” Midwest Political Science Association Conference, April 2007 (unable to deliver paper).
"The Causes of the Kosovo Conflict," Detroit Urban Agenda Convention, May 2004.

"Prime of Miss Jean Brodie," Y/X Conference, March 2001.
INVITED LECTURES
Faculty Speaker, Multifaith Baccalaureate Service. Friday May 5th, 2017: Butler University. 
“The Future of Kurdistan.” Indiana Council on World Affairs, Foreign Policy Association Great Decisions Series. February 9th, 2016. Indiana Interchurch Center. Indianapolis, Indiana. 
“Sectarianism in the Middle East.” Foreign Policy Association Great Decisions Series.          April 29th, 2015. Mid North Shepherd Center, Indianapolis, Indiana.
 “Issues and Options in the Syria Crisis.” Roundtable Discussion. Eckerd College, President’s Dining Room. September 20th, 2013. 

“Special Lunch Program on The Middle East Today (in relation to the September embassy attacks in Libya). Eckerd College, President’s Dining Room. September 15th, 2012.

“The 2010-2011 Arab Spring in Retrospect” College Program Series Event. Eckerd College, Miller Auditorium, April 4th, 2012. Sponsored by Pi Sigma Alpha.
“The Dialogue of Islam in America: McCarthyism on the Rise?” Eckerd College Miller Auditorium. April 27th, 2011.
“Revolutionary Wave in the Arab World,” Distinguished Speaker. Talk presented at Stetson Law School, Gulfport, Florida. April 12th, 2011. 
Lecture on Islam, Human Rights, and Shariah Law for the “Burning Passion: Truth Amidst Terror” Event. Eckerd College Miller Auditorium. September 21st, 2010.
Sigma Alpha Pi National Society of Leadership and Success Keynote Address for 2009-10 Induction Ceremony. University at Buffalo Student Union Theater. May 2nd, 2010.
“The Politics of Lebanon: From the Ottoman Empire to the Present.” Talk presented at the University at Buffalo ‘Politics Abroad’ course. March 29th, 2010.
“The Importance of Political Geography in the Middle East.” Talk presented at the University at Buffalo ‘Political Geography’ course. October 21st, 2009.
“Teaching an Undergraduate Course: Undergraduate Teaching Professionalization Seminar:” (Co-led with Dr. Claude Welch Jr.). Talk Presented at the University at Buffalo Department of Political Science. October 9th, 2009.

“The Role of Political Islam and Democracy in the Middle East.” Talk presented at the University at Buffalo Undergraduate Political Science Club. April 16th, 2009.
“The Impact of Political Geography in Modern Day Iraq.” Talk presented at the University at Buffalo ‘Political Geography’ course. September 29th, 2008.

“How to Conduct Research Using Qualitative Methods.” Talk presented at the University at Buffalo ‘International Organizations’ course. February 26th, 2008.

“Using Qualitative Methods in Political Science Research.” Talk presented at the University at Buffalo ‘International Organizations’ course. October 14th, 2007.

TELEVISION AND RADIO MEDIA APPEARANCES

2017—October 5th, 2017—‘Puerto Rico & USA: America’s Responsibility in Hurricane Relief. Hammer & Nigel, WBIC 93.1. Available Online: http://www.wibc.com/blogs/hammer-and-nigel-show/puerto-rico-usa-americas-responsibility-hurricane-relief 
2017—August 9th, 2017—Discussed the North Korean Nuclear Weapons Program related to Guam, the United States, and China. Hammer & Nigel, WBIC 93.1. Available Online: https://omny.fm/shows/hammer-and-nigel-show/butler-professor-on-north-korea 

2014—February 17th, 2014—Discussed the politics of the Olympic Games being held in Sochi, Russia. Vox Populi Radio, hosted by Sean Astin. 2014 Winter Olympics: Russia & The World.

2012—March 28th, 2012—Q&A with Political Scientist Fait Muedini: Human Rights and Middle East Politics. Eckerd College News Center: News and Events. 
2011—May 4th, 2011—Appeared on Tampa Bay Fox 13 regarding the debate on releasing photos of the death of Osama Bin Laden. http://www.myfoxtampabay.com/dpp/news/local/pinellas/no-photos-many-different-reactions-05042011 
2010—November 15th, 2010—Appeared on Human Rights Radio, WBRY 1640am (11:20am-11:40am). Interviewed by Laura Findley on the issue of ‘Islam and Human Rights.’ 

2010--August 18—Interviewed by Tampa Bay News 9 regarding the international response to the flooding in Pakistan as it relates to regional politics, international politics, and human rights. 

http://www.baynews9.com/article/news/2010/august/139471/Local-organization-donates-to-flood-victims-in-Pakistan 
2004--Interviewed by Channel 7 News Detroit regarding the U.S. led invasion of Iraq.
AWARDS AND FELLOWSHIPS

2016

Butler University BAC Research Grant—The Politics of Ramadan
2015

Desmond Tutu Research Fellowship

2015

Butler University BAC Research Grant—LGBTI Rights in Turkey
2010
Sigma Alpha Pi: The National Society of Leadership and Success Excellence in Teaching Award—University at Buffalo, SUNY Chapter

2009
Graduate Student Excellence in Teaching Award--State University New York-University at Buffalo

2009
Paul D. Senese Assistantship—SUNY-Buffalo Department of Political Science

2009

SUNY-Buffalo Graduate Student Association Conference Travel Grant

2009

SUNY-Buffalo Department of Political Science Travel Grant

2009

William Reed Conference Travel Grant Recipient, University at Buffalo

2006-2010 
Presidential Fellowship--State University New York-Buffalo

2003-2004 
David Adamany Scholar Fellowship--Wayne State University


2003-2004
Wayne State University Leadership Award Stipend

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Founder/Developer 







July 2014-Present
www.InternationalRelations.org 






Researcher








Buffalo, NY
SUNY-Buffalo, Department of Sociology




Oct 2007-Aug 2008 Religion and the Changing Face of American Civic Life
-Interviewed Muslim Americans on questions of religious participation and civic life.
-Researcher, transcriber for qualitative interviews on religion and community involvement.
Search for Common Ground Editorial Writer 



Washington, DC 

March ’06-August ’07

-Contributed editorial pieces on interfaith dialogue efforts 
between Muslims and non-Muslims in the West for “Western-Islamic Relations” Project.
-Wrote opinion articles on the Muslim youth experience in the United States 

MJAFT Albania 2005 Parliamentary Election Observer


Tirana, Albania 
July-August 2005

-Individually monitored Election Polling Zone 47 
-Documented observations of voting processes and procedures to MJAFT. 

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 


Washington, DC
External Relations/Public Information Intern 



January-April 2005 

-Organized and updated UNHCR Boston University skills course on Health and Refugees 
-Monitored news reports and Congressional meetings of refugee and international affairs issues.
-Organized UNHCR media events, and wrote reports regarding various refugee situations. 

Conference Coordinator, Salam Institute for Peace and Justice 
Washington, DC

Jan-Feb 2005

-Coordinated Interfaith Dialogue Conference for consultation with Fuller Theological Seminary 
-Organized and sent out materials for Salam interfaith graduate fellowship

Researcher/Coordinator, Detroit Urban Agenda/Civic Literacy Project Detroit, MI











  2000, 2002-03; 2005 
-Coordinated political convention for 1500 Detroit area high school students 
-Created agenda for intercultural exchange; facilitated multi-ethnic student dialogue sessions 
ESL Volunteer Tutor, Freedom House Detroit 



Detroit, MI

2003-January 2004 

-Conducted weekly tutorial English sessions with political asylum seeker 
-Staffed to translate for any ethnic Albanian asylum seekers
RELATED PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES

Assessment and Curriculum Revision for International Studies Program (Butler University)
Model United Nations Advisor (Butler University) (2014-present)
Model Arab League Advisor (Butler University) (2014-2015)
Present--Desmond Tutu Center Faculty Group (Butler University)
Present--International Studies Steering Committee Member

2014--Part of core faculty who worked on establishing a Middle East minor at Eckerd College.
2014--Institutional Review Board Committee Member at Eckerd College
2012--Faculty Member of the Inter-Athletic Committee at Eckerd College

2010--Adjudication Committee Grievance Representative, University at Buffalo-SUNY

2005--American University/Amnesty International Human Rights in the 21st Century Institute

2002--Dean’s Review/Promotion and Tenure Committee-Wayne State University
JOURNAL/BOOK REVIEWER

Muslim World Journal of Human Rights; International Studies Perspectives; Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion; Politics and Religion; Human Rights Review; Equity & Excellence in Education; Routledge Press; CQ Press
OTHER SKILLS
Languages: English (fluent) (US Citizen); Albanian (fluent); Modern Standard Arabic (proficient); Turkish (beginner)

Methods: Econometrics; Statistics and Data Analysis; SPSS, STATA; Google Analytics; Qualitative Methods
Computer: Content Management System (CMS) and Website Development;                           Search Engine Optimization (SEO); Internal and External Linkbuilding;                           International Relations Content Marketing & Strategy; HTML Code
Other: Proposal/Grant-Writing; Proposal Budgeting

REFERENCES
Claude E. Welch, Jr.—SUNY Distinguished Service Professor, University at Buffalo—SUNY

cwelch@buffalo.edu (716) 645-8436
Harvey Palmer—Associate Professor, Department Chair, & Director of Graduate Studies, University at Buffalo—SUNY hpalmer@buffalo.edu (716) 645-8449
Gregg Johnson—Associate Professor, Valparaiso University, Gregg.Johnson@valpo.edu        (219) 464-5325

Michael Jerryson—Associate Professor of Religious Studies, Youngstown State University mkjerryson@ysu.edu (330)-941-3275

Bryan Dettrey—Lecturer, Pennsylvania State University Harrisburg, bjd20@psu.edu
 (717) 948-6050

James E. Campbell—Professor and Chair, University at Buffalo—SUNY jcampbel@buffalo.edu 

(716) 645-8452

Julie Mertus—Professor, American University mertus@american.edu
(202) 885-2215
Paul Williams—Rebecca I. Grazier Professor of Law and International Relations, 
American University pwilliam@american.edu (202) 885-3486
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